February 2020 Newscast – Central Iowa Beekeepers Association
 
    First and foremost I want to remind everyone to RENEW your membership for 2020.  Everyone's membership expires on December 31st so now is the time to renew.  It is very inexpensive and helps us do the quality programing that we do.  We do like to boost that the CIBA is one of the largest and most active bee clubs in the state -- one of the primary reasons for this is your dues,  You have every reason to be very proud of your group. The membership renewal form is attached. 
 
    Speaking of programing -- Our Winter Seminar on Jan 18 was literally a blast.  This was due to several reasons.  First was the Blast of Artic Snow and Cold that arrived the day before and stayed through our Seminar.  We still had a great turnout of beekeepers even though the conditions for driving was very dicey!!  For those of you that came -- we had good reviews of the quality programs.  A lot of Kudos goes to Linn and Ann Wilbur for their excellent planning, donations, and last minute adjustments to make it happen, given the conditions.  Also, the Kelly Family, Susan, Abigail, Bethany, Olivia and other Kellys were key to making this event fun!!  Of course, there are so many others that helped -- too many to name the rest -- but you know who you are.  Thanks!!
 
    It was also a blast in the quality presentations, a blast in great food and a finally a blast in just connecting with other beeks.  Stay tuned for next year's Winter Seminar.   
 
    Linn and his committee are planning our next regular meeting on Saturday March 21 with Jason Foley of Foley's Russian Bees presenting.  So mark your calendar to attend.  The details will follow in our next newsletter that will come out around March First. 
 
    Please refer to the attachment talking about our annual auction on April 18th.  This is a perfect place to buy good used equipment as well as sell unused stuff.  Winter is a great time to inventory equipment and see what else is needed or you don't need. We seem to always have a good turnout and we have it in an excellent location.  Stuff does sell well!!
 
    I want to mention that we have a Director's meeting planned for Tuesday February 25th at 6:00 PM at the Ames Public Library (515 Douglas Ave.).  Everyone is invited to come. 
 
    Finally, most of you may already know of the Iowa Honey Producers Association's celebration of Honey Bee Day at the State Capitol in Des Moines.  Governor Reynolds and over 30 Iowa cities and counties have designated Feb. 13th as Iowa Honey Bee Day.  A Legislative Reception is being held on this day.  The details of the Reception is attached.  Everyone is invited and there is no cost.  This will be third year we have had this reception on Honey Bee Day.  It has been a popular event to attend and this year will be no exception. 
 
Your CIBA President,
Jamie Beyer

